Executive cognitive functions play a critical role in falls risk-a pressing health care issue in seniors. In particular, intact attentional processing is integral for safe mobility and navigation. However, the specific contribution of impaired visual-spatial attention in falls remains unclear. In this study, we examined the association between visual-spatial attention to task-irrelevant stimuli and falls risk in communitydwelling older adults. Participants completed a visual target discrimination task at fixation while task-irrelevant probes were presented in both visual fields. We assessed attention to left and right peripheral probes using event-related potentials (ERPs). Falls risk was determined using the valid and reliable Physiological Profile Assessment (PPA). We found a significantly positive association between reduced attentional facilitation, as measured by the N1 ERP component, and falls risk. This relationship was specific to probes presented in the left visual field and measured at ipsilateral electrode sites. Our results suggest that fallers exhibit reduced attention to the left side of visual space and provide evidence that impaired right hemispheric function and/or structure may contribute to falls.
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Introduction
It is well known that executive cognitive functions, or higherlevel processes including response inhibition, set-shifting, and working memory, play a critical role in mobility and balance (e.g., Lord, Sherrington, Menz, & Close, 2007) . This relationship is illustrated in older adults who experience falls-a pressing health care issue for our aging society. Fallers have reduced global cognitive functioning (e.g., Tinetti, Speechley, & Ginter, 1988) and perform worse in laboratory tests of higher-level processing (for a review see Hsu, Nagamatsu, Davis, & Liu-Ambrose, 2012). One executive function that is essential for successful navigation through the environment is visual-spatial attention (e.g., Albert, Reinitz, Beusmans, & Gopal, 1999) . For instance, visual-spatial attention during a volitional orienting task was previously found to be altered in older adults with a history of falls relative to those without such a history (Nagamatsu, Carolan, Liu-Ambrose, & Handy, 2009). Although differences in sensory processing afforded at an attended location -known as attentional facilitaton -were observed between fallers and non-fallers in the above study, it is currently unknown whether similar alterations in visual-spatial attention may exist for the implicit processing of task-irrelevant information.
Previous research has demonstrated that falls in older adults are associated with impaired attentional processing in multiple domains (Hausdorff et al., 2006; Holtzer et al., 2007; Springer et al., 2006) . Why might we expect that visual-spatial attention to task-irrelevant information, specifically, would be associated with falls? First, the capacity to process external information depends on the availability of excess resources after the allocation of sufficient attention to the primary task. According to the capacity model of attention (e.g., Kahneman, 1973), we have a finite reserve of cognitive resources; the more resources a given task requires, the fewer that are available to distribute to a secondary task. This model is supported by previous studies that have demonstrated that early sensory processing of peripheral stimuli varies according to the perceptual difficulty of the task at fixation (e.g., Handy, Soltani, & Mangun, 2001) . Specifically, the P1 event-related potential (ERP) component, which indexes early sensory processing and modulates as a function of attention, had reduced amplitude in response to task-irrelevant stimuli when perceptual load of the primary task was increased. Senior fallers have been proposed to possess reduced cognitive resources, as evidenced by their impaired ability to perform two tasks concurrently (i.e., dual-task) 
